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GOVERNOR WARNER ANNOUNCES
EARLY INTERVENTION PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

RICHM OND - Governor Mark R. Warner today announced the new “Infant & Toddler
Connection of Virginid campaign to find and treat children with developmental delays and
disgbilities. This announcement coincides with Governor Warner’s Action Plan to Improve
Access for Children through early intervention, and his proclamation of May as Early
Intervention Month.

“We know that children who are developmentally delayed or disabled have the potentia
to achieve grester kills if somebody identifies the need and provides the help,” said Governor
Warner. “Only haf of the 7,200 infants and toddlers digible for services are currently receiving
them. Our god isto reach dl of Virginid sinfants and toddlers who need help.”

“This new campaign targets parents and others who work with children from birth until
age three, to bring attention to the Sgns of developmenta delay and disabilities and help them
redize the long-term benefits of early intervention servicesfor their child,” said Secretary of
Hedlth and Human Resources Jane H. Woods.

Starting today, posters, radio public service announcements, a magazine, brochures and
gpecid public events will help parents — often the first to recognize that there may be a
developmenta delay — understand the early sgns and how to get afree evaluaion. The
campaign dogan: “The Sooner. The Better.” communicates the message that infants and toddlers
with developmental delays or disabilities who are identified and receive services early will have
agreater chance of reaching their grestest potentid. Early intervention for children will lead to
better outcomes, a better quality of life, and greater successin school and in the labor force. The
Department of Mentd Hedth, Menta Retardation and Substance Abuse Services is sponsoring
this effort.

Devdopmenta delays often result in the need for extra help with things like sitting,
crawling, waking or talking. The Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginiais asystem of
sarvices that heps to identify and trest young children who have developmental delays or
disabilities and their families. Treatment may be provided by physicians, socid workers,
physica therapigts, or menta hedth therapists, and be based upon the individua needs of the



child and family. Fundsfor the Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia are provided through a
federd grant provided under Part C of the Individuas with Disahilities Education Act (IDEA).

Community Service Boards and other providers throughout the Commonwedth will be
hogting hedlth fairs and other community events throughout the month of May to share the
message of early intervention and services available through the Infant & Toddler Connection of
Virginia
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